MIDDLETON PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES
Thursday, May 8, 2008, 7:00 PM

Conference Room “B”
Present:
 Steve Leo, Tony Peterson, Jim LeGro, Bill Zeinemann, Bill Byers

                         and Lt. Chuck Foulke

Absent:
 Mayor Kurt Sonnetag and John DiPiazza
The meeting was called to order by Steve Leo at 7:00 PM.

   1)
Public Comment.  None.

2)
Approval of the minutes of the March 13, 2008 meeting.  Motion by Zeinemann, seconded by Peterson to approve.  Motion carried.

3)
Pedestrian/Traffic Safety Committee.  Jim LaGro reported that the Committee will be meeting in the near future after a lengthy hiatus.  The exact date has yet to be determined.  Lt. Foulke briefed the Committee on the plan which will be presented to the Public Works Committee on May 12 which will move the Gammon Road traffic merge south of Woodgate Road.

   4)
Police/Court Building Project.  Lt. Foulke briefed the Committee that the Plan 
       
Commission had recommended the Craftsman style of architecture for the new 

Police Department/Municipal Court.  Members of the Committee were shown drawings of the interior and exterior of the building.

   5)
Impact of TIF Projects on Public Safety Services.  Lt. Foulke briefed the 

Committee on a study authored by Lt. Kakuske that estimated the calls for service and types of calls which can be expected if a project the size and scope of the proposed Tribeca Project is approved.  The study indicated a near 6% increase in police workload and the necessity to increase police staffing by two officers for this project only.  The need for additional supervisory staff, as well as additional officers as the City grows was also discussed.

6)
Review of an Ordinance to prohibit smoking in certain areas.  The Committee reviewed the proposed smoking prohibitions and discussed education and     enforcement strategies, to include assistance from Middleton anti-smoking groups and personnel from Dane County Public Health.

   7) 
Review of an Ordinance to permit Neighborhood Electric Vehicles.  The 

Committee reviewed the proposed Ordinance to allow electric vehicles on city streets.  Discussion included the fact that the proposed Ordinance allows electric vehicles to operate on streets with speed limits up to 35 mph, which in effect would allow electric vehicles on all streets in the city except the Beltline and the necessity to gain permission from Dane County for county highways in the city.

8)
Review of an Ordinance to amend the current Outdoor Lighting code.  Lt. Foulke briefed the Committee on the efforts of the Lighting Committee and the concerns by the police and business community that lighting not be compromised to the extent that security and safety is affected. 

9)
Wireless 911 Update.  Steve Leo began a discussion on the current controversy at the Dane County 911 Center, specifically related to wireless 911 calls.  Lt. Foulke explained the Middleton Police Department’s policy on sending officers to wireless 911 hang-up calls and some of the limitations of the current technology. Members of the Committee asked Lt. Foulke to relay to the Dispatchers their acknowledgement of the difficult job they do and their appreciation for a job well done.

10)
Other Business.  None.  
