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 POLICY / GUIDELINE 

 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
 CATEGORY: ENGINEERING NUMBER: 12 

 FROM: TOBY GINDER P.W.C. APPROVAL: 1-8-96 

 DATE:  REVISED: 7-8-02 

 SUBJECT: ASSESSMENT FOR REPLACEMENT OF SIDEWALK / DRIVE APRONS 
 
 

A. SIDEWALK 

1. Sidewalk will be removed and replaced as part of a sidewalk replacement or street 
improvement project and 100% of the cost thereof assessed to the adjacent property owner if 
any of the following criteria are met. 

a. The sidewalk, at a crack or joint, is vertically displaced more than 1/2" measured within 
approximately 1" of the adjacent surface. 

b. Sidewalk is heaved or subsided more than 4" beyond the average sidewalk grade line 
measured adjacent to the displaced sidewalk squares even though there may be no 
abrupt vertical displacement at a joint.   

c. The sidewalk contains a crack which is more than 1" wide measured 1/2" below 
pavement surface. 

d. The sidewalk surface is spalled or deteriorated in an area more than 4" square measured 
1/2" below pavement surface or more than 2" square measured 1" below pavement 
surface. 

e. A corner is missing more than 3" square. 

f. Water ponds on the surface of sidewalk. 

g. The City Engineer determines the sidewalk is a safety hazard for general pedestrian or 
disabled users. 

2. Additional sidewalk may be removed and replaced as part of a sidewalk replacement or 
street improvement project if the adjacent property owner requests the replacement and 
agrees to pay the cost. 

3. Per a decision of the Public Works Committee on July 8, 2002, payment for repairs to 
interblock sidewalks will be the responsibility of the City, and the costs will not be assessed 
to the abutting property owners. 

4. Notes on repairs: 

a. Non-permanent repairs, such as with grout, that are performed subsequent to a sidewalk 
repair survey will not be accepted.  The principle here is that owners who choose to use 
non-permanent repair methods must show a good faith effort to repair and maintain their 
sidewalks of their own initiative, not merely in response to a threat of assessment.  
(NOTE: for purposes here, grinding is considered a permanent repair.) 

b. Grout or grinding shall not be an acceptable method of repair for any vertical 
displacements that exceed 1½ inches.  Releveling would be an acceptable repair method 
in such situations. 
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B. DRIVEWAY APRONS 

1. Driveway aprons will be removed and replaced as part of a concrete replacement or street 
improvement project and 50% of the cost thereof assessed to the adjacent property owner if: 

a. The apron is a part of or contiguous to the project; and 

b. The apron to be replaced is an existing PCC or asphaltic concrete apron; and 

c. The apron meets the following criteria for replacement: 

1) The apron adjacent to the sidewalk is vertically displaced more than 1" causing a 
potential tripping hazard to pedestrians along the sidewalk. 

2) The apron adjacent to the sidewalk is vertically displaced and creates a significant 
impedance to drainage from the sidewalk to the street. 

3) The apron must be removed incidental to the reconstruction of the adjacent street.  
(Examples:  to match new grades; to allow slip-form curb and gutter construction.) 

4) The City Engineer determines the condition of the apron poses a public nuisance or 
safety hazard to the general public. 

2. The cost for removal and replacement of an existing apron for any reasons not listed above 
or for construction of a new apron will be paid 100% by the adjacent property owner. 

C. ASSESSMENTS 

1. The City's engineer will perform a survey prior to construction to determine the limits of 
concrete sidewalk or driveway meeting the criteria listed herein.  The cost for replacement 
of any concrete not identified during this survey will not be assessed. 

2. The amount assessed will be the property owner's specified share of project costs which 
include:  the actual bid cost for concrete removal, base course, new concrete and restoration 
plus up to 15% of these costs to cover engineering, testing and administrative expenses. 

3. The replacement cost of any sidewalk or driveway, not scheduled for removal as part of a 
concrete or street improvement project, that is removed as part of a public or private utility 
project will be paid by the utility. 


